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VISION STATEMENT 
 

  All students will complete school prepared for ongoing learning as well as 
community and global responsibilities. 

 
 

 
The District School Board of Collier County does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in the 
provision of educational opportunities or employment opportunities and benefits.   The District School Board does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex or disability in the education programs and activities that is operates, pursuant to the requirements of Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, respectively.   The 
following personnel should be contacted for inquires about their rights or to learn how to file a complaint regarding discrimination. 

Employees:  Educational Equity Act, Title IX, Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act),or the Americans with Disabilities Act, contact Debbie Terry, 
Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources and Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Employees, (239) 377-0365, The District School Board 
of Collier County, 5775 Osceola Trail, Naples, Florida 34109. 

Students: Educational Equity Act, Title IX, or the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, contact Stephen McFadden, Coordinator, School 
Counseling K-8, and Deputy Title IX Coordinator for Students, (239) 377-0517, The District School Board of Collier County, 5775 Osceola 
Trial, Naples, Florida 34109 

Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act, contact Dr. Dena Landry, Coordinator, Psychological Services, 
(239) 377-0521, The District School Board of Collier County, 5775 Osceola Trail, Naples, Florida, 34109. 
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UNDERSTANDING AND USING THIS BOOKLET 

Use this booklet as a guide throughout the school year.  It will help you work with your child to master the Head Start and Voluntary 

Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) Florida Standards.  The Standards are the expectations that represent what Florida students are expected to 

know and be able to do as a result of the year in prekindergarten.  This brochure lists the essential skills and concepts in the Standards 

which students will be expected to master this year in language and communication, literacy, mathematics, social and emotional 

development, approaches to learning, motor development, science, social studies, physical health and the arts. Information about the 

complete listing of skills and concepts in these and other subject areas can be obtained from your child’s school. 

 

 

PREKINDERGARTEN INFORMATION 

 

Instructional Approach:  Teachers use a variety of approaches to meet the wide range of student needs within the classroom.  These 

include whole group instruction, flexible grouping based on interest and/or ability and individual student work. The subject areas are 

integrated, including technology, as much as possible so that the students see the relationships among content.  Emphasis is placed on 

applying knowledge and skills learned to real world problems. 

 

Progress Reporting:   A students’ progress will be reported on a Standards–Based Progress Report that will provide detailed 

information on how well your child is progressing toward mastery of quarterly standards in each subject area. This progress report 

reflects the Head Start and VPK Standards and lists the learning expectations for your child. The progress report lists year-end 

standards for each subject area and shows student progress. At the end of each grading period, the teacher will indicate your child’s 

performance level in meeting the expectations for the grading period.  The Standards–Based Progress Report will use a four point 

scale. The 4-1 scale replaces traditional grades and indicates the student’s most recent performance  toward meeting the quarterly 

expectations. 

 

On the performance scale a:  

 

4 = Means your student’s work consistently and independently demonstrates understanding beyond what was taught. 

 

3 = Means your student’s work has consistently shown they have met the grade level standard. 

 

2 = Means your student’s work is near proficient and consistently shows a partial understanding of the standard. 

 

1 = Means your student’s work consistently shows a need for extra learning opportunities to reach even a basic understanding    

      and he/she is experiencing difficulty. 

 

The progress report identifies the learning standards to be met at the end of each grade level. Not all standards taught are reflected on 

the progress report, however.  The progress report also provides specific information about your child’s progress in meeting the year- 

end quarterly expectations and shows areas for continued growth. 

 

Family/School Connection:  Schools and teachers welcome your visits and phone calls. You are encouraged to make the most of all 

opportunities to be involved in your child’s educational experience.  One of the most critical factors to success in school is parent 

interest and involvement. It is a good idea to read with your child and discuss your child’s activities at school.  Call the school to learn 

how to become involved as a parent volunteer. 
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PREKINDERGARTEN EXPECTATIONS 

 

The following outlines the Head Start and VPK State Standards and Benchmarks in each of the subject areas.  The bold print 

in italics indicates the power standards on the standards-based progress report.  The bulleted list underneath identifies 

EXAMPLES of all the skills and concepts within the power standards that are expected to be mastered. 

 

                                                                 PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

GROSS MOTOR DEVELOPMENT:  

Moves with motor control and balance 

Demonstrates the ability to combine movements for gross motor skills 

The student: 

 jumps, hops, gallops or skips 

 climbs ladders on playground with alternating feet 

 runs, stops quickly, and runs around obstacles 

 pedals consistently with alternating feet and navigates turns when riding a wheeled toy or tricycle 

 throws, catches and kicks a ball. 

 

FINE MOTOR DEVELOPMENT: 

Controls small muscles to perform simple tasks 

Uses eye-hand coordination to perform tasks 

Shows control of writing, drawing and art tools 

The student: 

 sorts small objects 

 pulls and squeezes clay or playdough 

 uses cutters, molds, and other age appropriate tools when playing with clay and playdough 

 weaves pieces of paper using pincer grasp 

 builds vertical towers using small cubes 

 pours water or sand through funnels 

 puts together complicated puzzles 

 cuts on a line or around a large outline shape with scissors 

 uses scissors independently with one hand  

 strings beads through holes in a length of yarn 

 writes some recognizable letters and shapes using a variety of tools (markers, crayons) 

 experiments with different size brushes at the paint easel 

 draws figures and shapes on paper, or an easel. 

 

 

PHYSICAL HEALTH 

 

Performs oral hygiene and self-care tasks independently 

Demonstrates self-control and social skills 

Assists with helping in classroom routines 

Shows basic physical needs are met 

Actively takes part in health and safety routines 

Participates in physical fitness activities 

Makes healthy food choices 

The student: 

 learns how to use dental hygiene tools (e.g., toothbrush, floss) 

 performs daily tooth brushing in the classroom 

 shows an understanding of the relationship between nutritional choices and dental health 

 knows  role of a variety of health care professionals 

 names most body parts 

 uses language, rather than hitting or kicking, to communicate frustration 

 labels emotions (e.g., “I feel sad.”) 

 adapts to changes in daily routines 

 appropriately joins a group of peers playing 

 initiates play with peers 
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 participates in learning activities without teacher prompting 

 is alert and participates in activities 

 shows an understanding of hygiene (e.g., knows to wash hands before eating a meal or after toileting) 

 demonstrates age-appropriate hygiene (e.g., washing hands or covering mouth when coughing) 

 follows classroom procedures for toileting and hand washing 

 puts on shoes and clothing with minimal assistance, including learning to zip, button, and buckle 

 covers mouth when coughing and uses a tissue to blow the nose 

 helps set the table for snack or meals 

 passes out snacks, art materials or other items 

 participates in classroom helper jobs 

 helps clean up toys and activities 

 recognizes unsafe items and informs the teacher 

 tells an adult when they see another child doing something dangerous, such as throwing rocks or sand 

 uses safe behavior (e.g., walks in the classroom rather than running) 

 runs and jumps during free playground activities 

 participates in music and movement activities 

 begins to understand the importance of exercise 

 chooses a healthy snack and explains the reason for their choice 

 participates in the preparation and sampling of nutritious foods 

 names different health foods. 

 

 

APROACHES TO LEARNING  

 

 EAGERNESS AND CURIOSITY: 

 Shows eagerness and curiosity  

The student: 

 investigates and experiments with new materials   

 shares ideas by answering questions like “Why does that happen?” and “How can I do that?” 

 asks an adult and/or peer for more information 

 works with peers and adults to solve problems. 

 

PERSISTENCE: 

Attends to tasks and seeks help when encountering a problem 

The student:  

 works with a friend to complete a task despite interruptions and distractions   

 continues to work on self-selected activities that they find difficult 

 asks a teacher for help in solving a problem with a friend after attempting to resolve the problem themselves. 

 

CREATIVITY  

Approaches activities with creativity 

The student: 

 makes up roles for themselves and friends in dramatic play and uses imaginary props to supports dramatic play 

 responds to open-ended questions (e.g., “What would happen if….?” or “What could we….?”, adding creative details to the 

story) 

 experiments with open-ended materials (e.g., recycled objects, fabric, paint, paper, blocks, clay) 

 uses trial-and-error in problem solving activities. 

 

PLANNING AND REFLECTION: 

Shows initial signs of planning and learning from experiences 

The student: 

 brainstorms ideas and multiple solutions for a task (e.g., helping the teacher figure out what they need to take them on a field 

trip) 

 verbalizes the steps to accomplishing a task, either before or during the activity (e.g., “Telling a friend, I will be the mommy, 

you be the daddy, and we are taking our baby to the doctors”)   

 reflects on and evaluates their experiences during the activity (e.g., after watching their blocks tower fall over, talks about 

why the blocks fell; after painting a picture, talks about how the colors mix). 
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SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

SELF REGULATION: 

Recognizes and regulates the expression of emotions both positive and negative 

Follows simple rules and routines 

Manages transitions 

The student: 

 shows ability to control impulses (e.g., stops and listens to instructions before jumping into an activity) 

 modifies behavior to different settings (e.g., adapts noise and movement level to indoor or outdoor environment) 

 demonstrates ability to accurately identify and label own emotions 

 predicts what comes next in the day (e.g., rest times, snack time, dismissal) 

 follows simple rules without reminders (e.g., hands are for helping) 

 explains simple rules and routines to others 

 easily separates from family member, teacher, caregiver, with teacher support 

 returns to their place on the rug after dancing during a large group activity 

 helps cleans up playground materials and prepares to go inside when the teacher rings the bell, with little or no resistance. 

 

RELATIONSHIPS 

Demonstrates self-concept and makes independent choices 

Develops friendships and shows empathy and caring for others 

Interacts with familiar adults and seeks help when needed 

The student: 

 identifies personal characteristics and preferences (e.g., the color of their hair or favorite food) 

 selects activities to engage in  

 relates appropriately to others by “using their words” (e.g., “I don’t like it when you grab things.)  

 engages in activities with peers 

 understands the difference between helpful and hurtful ways to get something or meet a need 

 notices that a friend needs help putting away blocks and helps 

 plays cooperative games with one or more friends 

 helps a classmate with a physical disability  

 recognizes when a peer is upset and tries to comfort him/her (e.g., “It’s okay; I’ll be your friend until your daddy comes 

back”)  

 goes to the teacher for help when a peer is hurt. 

 

SOCIAL PROBLEM SOLVING 

Begins to show developing ability to solve social problems 

The student: 

 talks to a peer to discuss who will get the first turn, with teacher support 

 waits for a peer to finish speaking before talking  

 calms down before attempting to solve a problem with teacher support 

 uses helpful words to express frustration and anger (e.g., “I don’t like it when you get in front of me on the slide.”)   

 explains to a peer why tattling is not helpful (e.g., “It’s not nice to try and get somebody in trouble.”) 

 reports to an adult when he or she sees a peer in danger  (e.g., “Sally is climbing the playground fence.”) 

 speaks for peers when they see an injustice (e.g., mistreatment or bullying of others). 

 

 

LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION 

 

LISTENING and UNDERSTANDING:  

Listens and understands classroom instruction 

Follows multi-step directions 

The student: 

 responds to a friend appropriately (e.g., Johnny says, “Let’s put the gorillas in the jungle next.” Adella responds, “Yeah, I 

think the gorillas should live in this part over here.”) 

 acts appropriately in response to a game (e.g., Simon Says)  

 follows directions for washing hands (e.g., wet hands, apply soap, scrub, rinse) 
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 “reads” and follows directions for getting a snack (e.g., a picture chart that indicates each child should get 1 napkin, 11 

pretzels, and 2 pieces of cheese) 

 

SPEAKING: 

Speaks clearly to be easily understood 

The student: 

 shows willingness and desire to talk with parents, teachers and classmates without showing frustration   

 is understood by parents, teachers, friends and others 

 is understood by individuals who do not regularly interact with the child 

 communicates in a way that others understand what is being said without constantly having to ask, “What did you say?”. 

 

VOCABULARY: 

Shows an understanding of words and their meanings 

Shows increased vocabulary to describe many objects, actions, and events 

The student: 

 follows directions that use descriptive words (e.g., run fast, draw a big circle, eat slowly) 

 describes a feeling to a friend (e.g., “I was so angry that I felt like a volcano erupting!”)   

 follows teacher directions when listening to music (e.g., “Put the scarf over your head, then move it behind you.”) 

 points to appropriate pictures, or retells what he/she has heard 

 responds to a teacher’s request to “return to the table,” when “return” may not be a word the child has used before  

 uses a new word when describing a trip (e.g., zoo, library) 

 uses descriptive words (e.g., “My turtle crawls slowly.” “That’s a silly picture.”) 

 describes the process of how eggs and an incubator were used together to hatch baby chicks 

 labels and describes objects (e.g., fruits and vegetables) 

 answers questions during circle time about a variety of subjects (e.g., transportation, weather, families, school) 

 identifies which objects are kitchen items and which are not 

 describes an apple as a fruit and a jacket as a piece of clothing 

 names parts of a familiar object (e.g., parts of a car: hood, window, trunk) 

 answers questions about what a familiar object is used for (e.g., pencil is for writing, pot is for cooking) 

 

SENTENCES AND STRUCTURE: 

Uses age appropriate grammar 

Connects phrases and sentences to build ideas 

The student: 

 tells a story about a family trip using long and complex sentences 

 participates in a long conversation about pets with a friend 

 asks questions and adds ideas using complete sentences during a presentation by a special visitor 

 shares an experience (e.g., “We went to the park in my grandmother’s car.”) 

 uses the correct tense when describing something he/she did the night before (e.g., My family went to the ice cream store last 

night.”)  

 says “feet” although a younger classmate says “foots” 

 identifies objects that are his/hers, using my and mine, and those that belong to friends, using his or hers 

 talks with a friend as they play, using sentences with more than one phrase (e.g., “Let’s build a road next to this building and 

put a bridge in it.”) 

 describes a family trip, combining phrases (e.g., “We went on a hike and saw a waterfall.”) 

 describes cause and effect (e.g., “My hands are dirty because I was playing in the dirt.”) 

 predicts what will happen next (“If I don’t water the plants they may die.”) 

 describes events in a logical time sequence (e.g., “This morning I got up, brushed my teeth and came to school.”) 

 asks many questions about fire engines when the firefighter is a special visitor at the school 

 maintains the focus of the conversation in response to a listeners comment or question (e.g., “After I use the bathroom, I flush 

the toilet and wash my hands.”). 

 

CONVERSATION: 

Uses language to communicate for various purposes 

The student: 

 requests help from a teacher (e.g., to get a ball that went over the playground fence) 

 tells a friend that they are angry about being pushed 

 responds with “thank you” when a friend hands them a cookie; says “excuse me” when they accidently bump into  
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another child 

 tells about their pet bird after the teacher asks, “Who has a pet?” 

 ends a telephone conversation after saying “Goodbye” 

 appropriately joins in a conversation  

 asks the teacher for help after unsuccessfully trying to solve a problem 

 answers questions asked by a visitor to the classroom 

 introduces themselves to a new classmate 

 participates in a conversation with a special visitor, taking turns talking and not interrupting 

 shows excitement by using a raised voice when talking about a family trip 

 adheres to classroom rules for regarding “inside voices and outside voices” 

 looks at a classmate as they share about their pets 

 stands at a comfortable distance from a friend as they talk 

 speaks quietly to a teacher as classmates settle down for a nap  

 makes context-appropriate statements (e.g., “I am the door holder for the week,” or “I am working in the science center 

today.”) 
 

                            LITERACY 

 

EMERGENT READING: 

Shows motivation in reading and print awareness 

Demonstrates phonological awareness  

Demonstrates alphabet knowledge and letter sounds 

Demonstrates comprehension of text read aloud 

The student: 

 listens attentively during read alouds 

 reenacts a favorite story with felt board characters 

 “reads” a book to a doll during dramatic play 

 uses props like menus and phone books in the dramatic play area 

 looks at magazines and newspapers, turning one page at a time, progressing from front to back 

 selects a favorite book for an adult to read 

 takes a step forward for each word heard in a familiar nursery rhyme 

 participates in reciting poems and sings songs during group time 

 uses picture cards to create and separates compound words 

 provides the second syllable of familiar words when the teacher says the first syllable (e.g., says “cil” when the teacher says 

“pen”) 

 identifies the number of syllables in familiar words and names 

 identifies whether a word has one, two, or three syllables 

 hears a two syllable word, provides the remaining syllable when the teacher asks what is left when the first syllable is 

removed (e.g., teacher says “spoon; what do you hear if I take away sp?”) 

 says the first syllable of a two syllable word  (e.g., “pencil/pen, picture/pic, slipper/slip”) 

 says the name of familiar one-syllable words when the teacher says the word with a pause between the onset and the rime 

(e.g., “/b/all- ball”, first sound and vowel sound and the rest of word)   

 picks up toys in the room that begin with the /b/ sound, like baby, blocks, and books 

 says their own name with a separation between the first sound and the rest of the sounds 

 identifies which two of three words rhymes and which word does not  

 points correctly to letters said by the teacher 

 identifies the letters in their names 

 names the correct letter when the teacher says the sound of a letter  

 names the correct letter when the teacher says the corresponding letter sound 

 guesses correctly what food The Very Hungry Caterpillar will eat next 

 uses puppets or flannel board pieces to retell a familiar story 

 relates what happened to a character in a book to something similar that happened to them (e.g., “One time, I got scared about 

going to school.” after reading Froggy Goes to School) 

 responds to open-ended questions about a story (e.g., “What do you think will happen next?”  or “Why do you think he did 

that?”) 

 proposes a new title or a new event to include in the story 

 relates an event in their own life to what happened in a story 

 describes how they might respond to story events (e.g., “what would you say to the big bad wolf?”). 
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EMERGENT WRITING: 

Uses letters-like shapes, and letters to represent thoughts and ideas 

Demonstrates ability to write letters 

The student: 

 solves problems using written expression (e.g., helps teacher to write classroom rules) 

 describes an alternate ending to a story 

 describes feelings about an experience through written expression (e.g., drawing a picture or writing) 

 signs their name to a drawing 

 writes a few letters or mock letters as a caption under a drawing 

 traces letters in the sand table 

 makes letter shapes using paint and brushes at the easel 

 uses markers and pencils to label their drawing, writing (e.g., “r” next to a rainbow)   

 practices writing their first and last name 

 writes their name, leaving a space between the two names 

 composes an email to a friend on a computer. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

NUMBER SENSE:  

Counts, constructs, and compares sets of objects using one to one correspondence 

The student: 
 passes out one napkin, one cup, one snack, or one utensil to each child at snack time 

 counts toys in a pile while keeping track of which toys have already been counted 

 draws four figures to represent their family of four people 

 says they need more hangers, while hanging a pile of shirts on hangers, given the number of shirts remaining in the pile 

 counts the correct number of items for a serving during snack time (e.g., The teacher says, “Everyone may have 12 oyster 

crackers for snack today.”) 

 counts 15 blocks used to build a tower 

 sorts markers and crayons into the appropriate baskets and tells how many markers and how many crayons there are in each 

basket 

 counts a pile of rocks and a pile of leaves while on the playground and tells how many are in each pile 

 says that two children have the same number of crayons 

 notices that each child received an equal number of crackers for snack 

 recognizes that one child has more cotton balls than another child 

 says that there are more pretzels than crackers on the tray 

 notices that one child has fewer cubes than another child 

 says that there are fewer markers in one box than another box 

 comments that there are only a couple of trees on the playground and a lot more in the woods 

 counts each object in a group of objects on a flannel board to determine the total number of objects and then places the 

correct numeral (written) next to the group 

 points to each block in a tower and assigns a number to each block to determine the total number of blocks 

 sings counting songs, “One little, two little, three little pumpkins…” 

 counts aloud up to 31 using correct number names, with teacher support 

 identifies which child is first in line 

 creates a row of animals and names the position of each (e.g., first, second, third).    

 

NUMBER AND OPERATIONS: 

Combines sets and removes from a set of objects 

The student: 

 comments that there are more cars in line for the car wash after another child adds some toy cars to the line 

 states that there are now more toy animals after a friend adds four toy horses to the group 

 recognizes that there are less children at school today because three children are out sick 

 sings “Five Green and Speckled Frogs” and notes that each time one of the frogs jumps into the pool, there are fewer left 

 builds a stack of five blocks and says, “I have seven blocks” after adding two blocks to the set of five blocks  

 tells a friend, “I have four cookies. I’m eating one. Now I have three cookies.” 

 recognizes that there are nine eggs after adding five eggs to the carton that already has four in it 

 combines the number of cracker packages (six) and the number of juice boxes (six) and realizes that there are a total of 12 

items for snack. 
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PATTERNS AND SERIATION: 

Understands characteristics of patterns and reproduces them  

Sorts, orders, compares and describes objects  

The student: 

 notices that a friend’s shirt has a pattern of a blue stripe, then a white stripe, then another blue stripe and looks around the 

room for other patterns of stripes 

 recognizes the pattern in a predictable book and says the next line before turning the page 

 sings songs, recites poems (e.g., “B-I-N-G-O,” “Old MacDonald”) 

 duplicates the teacher’s model of a pattern with linking cubes (e.g., yellow, green, yellow, green) 

 copies a sound pattern of two claps and a pause, then one clap and a pause  

 repeats the pattern in a predictable story (e.g., The Gingerbread Man) 

 plays together with a friend to create a two-part clapping pattern (e.g., children clap hands together, then clap with their 

friend’s hands, then clap together, then clap with their friend’s hands) 

 laces two sizes of beads to make a necklace (e.g., big bead, small bead, big bead, small bead, big bead, small bead) 

 orders block according to height (e.g., tall, taller, tallest) 

 compares several pieces of yarn in increasing order of size (e.g., short, shorter, shortest) 

 describes how they ordered three train tracks as long, longer, and longest.  

 

GEOMETRY: 

Shows an understanding of two and three-dimensional shapes  

The student: 

 places the correct shape in its container 

 puts blocks away by size and shape 

 makes various shapes from popsicle sticks 

 uses clay to construct shapes of different sizes 

 points out and names shapes found while on a walk around the neighborhood (e.g., a building that is square, a yield sign that 

is triangular, and a brick walkway made up of rectangular shapes) 

 counts the sides of a triangle 

 places all spheres in a basket and all cubes in a bag 

 finds objects on the playground with three dimensional shapes and sorts them 

 labels a sphere and other three-dimensional shapes 

 tells a friend that his ice cream is in a cone. 

 

SPATIAL RELATIONS: 

Shows understanding of spatial relationships 

The student: 

 follows directions in the songs, games, and chants by mimicking the actions 

 uses positional words when asking for something (e.g., “May I get the blocks that are on top of the shelf?)   

 tells a friend that they hid the treasure beneath the wagon 

 explains that they are below the slide and their friend is on top of the slide 

 makes their arms or body represent orientation terms (e.g., horizontal, diagonal, vertical) in a game of Simon Says 

 says that the letter “T” has a horizontal line and a vertical line while attempting to write the letter 

 knows where to stand if asked to stand behind a classmate in line 

 tells a new classmate how to get to the playground using directional words. 

 

MEASUREMENT:  

Demonstrates an understanding of measurement  

Shows an understanding of data  

The student: 

 walks heel-to-toe across the rug and says “This rug is 14 feet long!” 

 uses measuring cups and spoons in the sand box to count how many scoops it takes to fill a bowl 

 measures the length of a table using their hands 

 compares the length of a shoe with another child’s shoe 

 says that the book the child is carrying is much heavier than the ball a friend is carrying 

 talks about how light the bag of cotton balls is compared to a bag of marbles 

 measures the height of the table using cubes or plastic links 

 measures the height of a friend and the height of a tricycle using paper chain links and then says, “ I am 16 links tall, and the 
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tricycle is 11 links tall.” “I am taller than the tricycle” 

 uses a string to measure two slides on the playground and notes which is longer and which is shorter 

 uses a scale with a basket on either side, adds a cotton ball to one side and a ball of playdough to the other side and notes that 

the playdough is heavier  

 makes a bar graph to represent the number of children at school each day 

 helps to create a graph of favorite types of foods by placing a picture of food under the correct column 

 determines with teacher support, which color of leaves was found most often 

 determines through discussions with friends, if they had the most small, medium, or large cars 

 predicts that they collected less gold leaves than any other color before counting each color collected 

 says to a friend, “I think red will have the most votes,” before the class makes a chart of favorite colors. 

  

 

SCIENCE 

 

INVESTIGATION AND INQUIRY: 

Uses simple tools and equipment for observing and investigating 

Examines objects and makes comparisons 

The student: 

 uses a magnifying glass to look at the differences in rocks or leaves 

 uses a dropper to drop water on a paper towel and observe how the water is absorbed 

 uses a magnet to find out which objects have magnetic attraction 

 uses a funnel in a water bottle to pour water from a cup into a bottle 

 uses descriptive words to describe objects (e.g., “This rock is hard and smooth, and that rock is hard and very bumpy.”) 

 discusses and compares which items sink and which items float in the water table 

 examines and compares a variety of nature objects using all the senses. 
 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE: 

Explores physical properties of objects 

The student: 

 melts ice to show how solids change to a liquid 

 shakes different items in empty water bottles (rice, macaroni, beans, cotton, cut straws, pennies, water, sand) and listens to 

the sounds they make 

 plays with recycled objects and creates new uses for the objects. 

 

LIFE SCIENCE: 

Explores growth and change of living things 

The student: 

 observes similarities and differences when viewing pictures of themselves, beginning from infancy 

 explores and compares a variety of plants to observe and measure how quickly they grow and change 

 comments on changes observed as caterpillars grow, change into chrysalises, and emerge as butterflies 

 investigates and compares the needs of living things (e.g., discusses what plants need to live) 

 tastes a piece of orange and lemon and talks about sweet and sour, and understands that the tongue is involved in taste. 

 

EARTH AND SPACE: 

Explores and recognizes change in the outdoor environment 

The student: 

 compares a variety of weather conditions (e.g., windy, rainy, cloudy, sunny) 

 charts the temperature for several days and guesses (predicts) the current temperature. 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT AND IDENTITY: 

Recognizes and appreciates similarities and differences in people 

Understands family characteristics, roles, and functions 

Describes some social roles and jobs that people do 

The student: 
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 talks to peers about different types of family structures 

 notices a child using a walker or wheelchair and asks questions about why it is needed 

 shows an interest in stories about children who live in different kinds of houses or eat different types of food 

 assigns family roles to themselves and friends, saying, “ I am the daddy and you are the granddaddy and we are taking the 

baby to the store.” 

 brings a family picture to school and talks about their family during a small group activity with an adult 

 relates play to different jobs (e.g., Using shovels and scoops to “build a road” in the sand box) 

 names many community workers and knows their jobs and responsibilities. 

    

 

PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENTS: 

Shows an awareness of the environment  

The student: 

 looks at simple maps and diagrams (e.g.,  a picture map of the classroom) 

 comments on the diagram of how mats are arranged during nap time, saying “ See, I knew Kendra napped next to me.”  

 plays games that give practice in directionality such as Candy Land or Chutes and Ladders (e.g., up, down, forward, back). 

 

TECHNOLOGY AND OUR WORLD: 

Uses technology and understands its impact on how people live 

 records sounds into a tape recorder in the music area and then listens when the recording is played back 

 explores simple drawing programs on a class or home computer 

 understands how community services impact their daily lives (e.g., “How does food get to the grocery store?” “How is mail 

delivered?” “Where does trash go after it leaves your home?”).  

 

CIVIC IDEALS AND PRACTICES: 

Identifies group rules and why we have them 

Understands and takes on leadership roles 

The student: 

 asks permission when appropriate (e.g., leaving the room, performing a job) 

 listens to others and joins in conversations at appropriate times 

 takes a fair share of snack when allowed to self-serve 

 assumes a leadership role as a helper in passing out plates, cups, and spoons for snack 

 assists a friend who is having trouble fastening shoes 

 pretends to be the conductor of the train in the dramatic play center. 

 

 

                                              ARTS 
 

CREATIVE EXPRESSION THROUGH THE ARTS 

Uses a variety of art materials for exploration 

Participates in a variety of music experiences 

Participates in creative movement, dance, and drama 

The student: 

 experiments with different materials to see what happens (e.g., painting with a dry brush, wet brush, stick or fingers) 

 manipulates clay in different ways (e.g., patting, rolling, dropping, pinching) 

 traces and creates patterns 

 builds a large structure from different size boxes, painting it with rollers and brushes, and describing it to the teacher (e.g. 

castle, clubhouse or grandparent’s house) 

 creates art work to express an emotion (e.g., happy, sad, scared, angry) 

 talks about their artwork with their classmates 

 talks about another child’s art product in a positive manner and ask questions about how they made it 

 plays various instruments and discovers the different types of sound that each instrument can make 

 distinguishes between loud, soft, high-pitched and low-pitched sounds 

 makes sounds at different rates of speed (tempos) (e.g., fast, slow) 

 sings a variety of songs from memory representing rhyme and styles from diverse cultures 

 listens and responds to music from other cultures during a large group activity 

 discusses a favorite instrument and why they like it 

 imitates animal movements 
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 gallops, twirls, and performs imaginative movements in response to music 

 dances to different kinds of music (e.g., jazz, rock, blues, reggae, county, classical, folk) 

 uses scarves, fabric, and ribbons to make up creative movements to different paced music 

 demonstrates and combines basic movements (e.g., walking, running, hopping, jumping, leaping. galloping, sliding and 

skipping) with directional movements (e.g., travels forward, backward, sideward, and diagonally) 

 sequences a dance phrase to have a beginning, middle and end of consecutive movements (e.g., two hops to start and a 

shoulder shrug in the middle and one twirl at the end) 

 presents their own dances or movements to peers and discusses their meaning 

 uses different voices (sound effects) movements, facial expressions and materials to portray characters and story events 

 pretends to be an animal or role-play about friendships, family or daily activities 

 creates a story that uses reality and/or fantasy 

 expresses thoughts and feelings about a family member, friend or character in a story or rhyme 

 works with other children to establish play spaces for classroom dramatizations; selecting and safely organizing available 

materials that suggest scenery, props. lighting, sound, costumes and make-up 

 creates puppets or masks to portray a character or feeling for a puppet show 

 uses imagination to describe characters, puppets, and their relationships, circumstances, and environments 

 expresses feelings about a character, costume, or story. 

 


